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simulate the movement of a track-ball cursor controller
by generating directional light curtains which facilitate
optical sensing of the velocity and direction of move-
ment of a pointer across a tracking area to generate a
cursor control signal as a function thereof to control
cursor movement. If a pointer is sensed but there is no
pointer movement relative to the tracking surface, no
control signal to move a cursor is generated, but if the
presence of a pointer is not sensed after a cursor control
signal has been generated, then a cursor control signal is
provided which results in continued movement but
deceleration of the cursor. The track pad cursor posi-
tioning device provides a miniature package which may
be incorporated as part of a personal computer key-
board.
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